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3 Proteſtant Cauſe, s 
| H« Duke of Rohan in his life time a wiſe States- 
PU an, an excellent, Captain and a zcalous - 
Sa. Protcitant did write a Solid diſcourſe, to 
ſhew the Intereſt of the States of Parope, 
, Wherein upon moſt rational] grounds, he 
doth make it appear, that the Intereſt of Emge _ 
-landis to make a third party in Ewrope, upon the Proteſtant ; 
! account,to ballance allpublick affairs and State-tranſaRions | & 
: between Fraxce and Spaine; and doth aſſert that if the State 
,zof great Britain doch nor divide and weaken it (elf by civill 
"controverties ; no forraign State can moleſt i ; but it will 
{ be able to uphold the perlecuted Proteſtants every whece,and  _ +» 
} ballance the powers of Ezrope fo between Frarce and Spain ves 
{chat neither of them ſhall become too potent to ſway the ,,, ; 
AF © | - © affairs 
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affairs of Ewrope Monarchically for their own .cnds ; which 
is the conttantdetign of thoſe ewooppolice Nations, 

His diiccurle will be found by al! that read ic very ratio- 
nall andclear ; but be onely refleQs as a S ates-man upon 
the outward circumftances of humane aftaics, and the ways 
which Policie doctrfuggett ro ball.nce power with power, 
and treaties by treatier, and correſpondencies by correſpyn- 

.cicf, concerning the tranſations which are between 
States : and by theie means he would bave Exglazd to inters- 
pole in all pub!ick affairs to make it ſelt coniid-rable; where- 
1n he ſtands up for the honour of England, and the advantage 
of the Proteſtant cauſe as a States man in matters belonging 
to his clement : But there are other matters of farr greacer 
weight, concerning4be intereſt of Exg/and in the Proteftanc 


cauſe,then any he doth mention or could ſpeak of in his time; 


which now ought to be taken into conlideration, not fo 
much upon a State, az upon a true Chriſtian account. 

For the Proteſtant Cauſe { if rightly underſtood ) doth 
not rely upon ſuch State tranſaions as hee doth mention, 
but is bottomed upon matters of a higher nature ; which tew 
States men underſtand or regard; fot they meaſure all chings 


in the ballances of Power and Policy as they may tend to the. 


ſettlement or unſettlement of their preſent greatmeſs,, or to the 
fertherance ar hinderance of their future defigres. But the Pro- 


teftant Cauſe ( if rightly underſtuod ) is nor ſo much: upheld . . 


and propagated by the ballance of power and policy as of 


Righteouſnes and of Truth manifeſted. By the ballance of _ 


Righteaxſneſs the liberty of Chriſtians is maincained, that che 


Tyranny of power may not make them ſlaves to the Juſts of 


men, and by the ballance of Tr«th ( which is che Word of God) | 


the underſtandings of Chiiftians are enlightned to diſcern 
pernicious errors to avoid them, and their wills direfted to 
follow the ways of Godlineſs wherein their ftrength doth 
lye,'to advance the Kingdome of Chiift in their gene- 
ration. 

For whereas all the States of the world do mind nothing 
, elſe but their owp greatneſs, in might, in honour, ona tn 
TICQer, 
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riches above their neighbours : The Proteſtant Cauſe doth 
aim) at nothing properly bur at rhe greatneſs of Jeſvs Chriſt, 


"that his Kingdowe ot T1uch, of Righceoutenels, of Peace,and 


of joy in che Holy Gbott may bee exalted and (cr up in the 
hearts of all men, a tove all other advantages of might, of 
honour, or of riches : So that the Proteſtant Caule_ is not to 
be taken for a Combination of worldly powers in ague 
co oppoſe the Papilts by outward might, but tobe a conjtin- 
Qion of heavenly powerr,, that is of ſpirituall virtues and 
grace to be held turth in the way of impartiall Chriſtianery, 
whereby the Kin2dome of Satan ( which Popery doth up- 
hold ) will be at laſt made maniteſt and overthrown. 

And to bring this 10 yolk the means which God hath or- 
dained to advance che Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt, is io be {er a 
work in a Goſpell wayz which is none other but the Com - 
munion of Saints in- ſpiriteall concernments ct 'Fruth and 
Righteouſneſs, And this Holy Communion cannot be enter- 
rained .without a Religions correſpondency to maintain and 
propagate the common Intereſt of the fouls of men into 
Chriſt's Kingdome, which is the proper work of the Prote- 
ſtant Cauſe, and vught to be the main deligne of thole who 
are obliged to proſecute the ſame. 

And although all Proteſtants as ſuch are all equally obli- 
ged to mind unanimouſly the advancement of this Cauſe ; 
yet I conceive thac the godly party of theſe Nations, are more 
then any others ſtrickely and ſolemnly obliged thereunto : & 
thataherefore they —_ more then others to lay it ſeriouſly 
to heart,and to a therein more direaly and profeſſedly , 
that is, to lead other Proteſtants in the way for the diſchar- 
ging of their duty. 

The reaſons which move me to hold fortht this afſercion, I 
have thought expedient, at ihis junQure of time, wherein the 
great Aﬀembly of the repreſentatives of the Nations is mer. 
to lay open ; that ſuch as are ſober minded, godly,wiſe, and 
eonſcionable Chriſtians, who are intrufted with the great 
concernments of theſe Nations; may be put in mind of the 
engagement which before _ and men doth ans + 
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And that there may be no miſtake of the true aim of this diſ- 
—_—_ the thing to be made out and inliſted upon, is 
ans, | , 
That al! who are godly and faithſull in the three Nations are 
beund in Conſciance before God and towards all the C harches of 
C hriſ# jointly to intend 4a Kelig ions correſponaency wth forram 
Proteſtants, that the Kingdoms of Chr:{e in 114s oy generation may 
be eqvanced by the communion of Saints vitch we are more ſtriit- 
ly bonyd to proſecnte towards ather Churches, then 1ther Cherches 
are uito us. Nor ts the State it ſelf, for fofarr as it i5 a Chriſti» 
an State, free from this engagement. | ; 

Andco provethis [ ſhall firſt conſider the engagement of 
the Godly, and then of the State as Chriſtian. 
: bows engagement, of the Godly wiil apyear from'three 

rounds. 

y Ficf, from the truth of the Chriſtian Religion whereot we 
make profetl;on, "> eF 

Secundly,from the ſad condition wherein all the Churches 
areat prelent. | 

Thirdly, from the defignes of the adverſarics and their at! 
tempts to ruine tae Proteſtant Caule, | 
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Of the Fir. 


He Truth of the profeſſion of Chriſtianity doth oblige 
all thacare Godly to maintain a Religious correſpon- 
d:ncy with cheir Brethren of the ſame protcilion in three res 
1pects. 
"Fir, in reſpect of the (ubſtantialls wheryia the Truth of 
the profelſion. doth conliſt. Foes Fe 1; 3009.1 
Secondly, in' reſpe&t of the ends for which the giſes and 
graces of God are given to us, and received by us in the pro- 
tellon, Thicdly, 
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Thirdly, in reſpeQt of the meant by which theſe ends are at- 

tained, 

1, The ſubſtance of the proſeſſion doth conſiſt in the ſound- 
neſs of the duftrine of Faith and in the holincis of life of the 
profeſſorty 7 rt. 1. 1,3 g-ard 2. 11, 12, 13, 14. and thole 
that make profeſſion of Chriſtianity are obliged by the ſpeci- 
ciall command ot God to maintain and gdvance bcth th:(e 
one towards another, 1 Pet. 4. 10, andtowards all men, 
Mat. 5. 16. by the Ccn mufiien of Saints, which confifts.not 
only in the conjunQicn.of believers to ſirive together for the 
Faith of the Goſpell, Ph:l. 1,27. Jade. 3. Bur alſo in a rea)l 
endeavour to ſtrive one for another in prayers, Ephef, 6. 18. 
And by the conjunftion or rather communication of thrir 
gifts and graces to provoke one ancther to love and to good 

works, Heb. 10, 24. Now ſuch endeavours as theſe cannot 
poſhbly be put forth by any,except they maintain ſome Relj. 
ious correſpondency one with another+to that effe& ; there- 
4 ſuch a correſpondency is abſolutely zequiſite to be inten- 
ded .and upheld.berween all the Godly of theſe Naticns, and 
1heir neighbour profeſſozs of the Truth; Andif we mind ir 
notgit is evident that we come ſhort of a Fundamentall du- 
ty, and fall nnder the guilt of breaking the Communion of 
Saints 3 ofnegleRing the higbt for the Faith, and of careleſ- 
neſs to provoke one another unto love and good works, 
which God will certainly require at our hands if wee conti- 
nue ſo to do, having ſo great cauſe and fo many and fair op- 
-portunitics to do otherwiſe, , 

2, Theend for wbich-Gcd deth;give the gifts and graces 
.of his Spirit unto the Saints ; is, that the members of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt frould profit thereby one towards ancib-r,. 

3 Cor. 12, 7, anditbat they ſhould tradetberewith ro gain 

more graces for themſelves, Luk. 19. 12,13. Mat, 25. 14. 
Bux it is no more poſlible to do this withoat maintaining an 

-interccurſe of Spiritual] Correſrondency cne with anv- 
ther, thep iv-is poſhibleto the diſ-jointed members.of a na- 
turall body, to ccnveigh blogd and xcurifment each _ 
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ther. Therefore a courſe of Religions Correſpordency is 
abſolutely neceflary for this cauſe alſo : And if this be noy 
i:tended, God's aim 1n giving his gifts unco bis Saints and 
Churches is not fulfilled, and he will certainly deprive ſuch 
of the gifcs which they have received, who conginaeunder 
che guilt of nor makirg 3 right aſe thereof.) For if the end of 
God's giving thould vee anſwered by our receiving, thn 
wee ate bound in Conſcience to receive grace Onely for 
the advancement of his Glory, 1 Cormth. 10.3 1. and of our 
mutuall edificaticn, 1 Cer. 14. 26 and Rm 14. 19. and 
15-2 And if theſe cwo ends are fo fubordinate one To ano- 
ther, thar God cannot be gloriticd orherwite by us, then by 
this, thac wee bring forth much fruit one cowards ano- 
ther, John 15-6. ( tor oar good cannot reach to him as 
David faith; Pſal. 16. 2. but to the Saints that ace in the 
earth, and co the excellent ones in whom ought to be all 
our delight, 1b:4. ver. 3.) thu it will tollow that the main 
uſe of all grace, is the improvement thereof towards others. 
Bar it is nor poſlible to intend this improvement of our 
goodneſs towards the Saints for mutuall- editication, except 
we ue means fo Know one anothers | xcAg condition 
ſome courſe of ſpirituall Correſpondency ; Therefore ſuch 
Correſpondency is wholly neceilary to be ſettled and enter- 
tained, if we will not deprive God of his glory, and ihe 
Saints of the intereſt which they (ould have in us by the 
rigbt uſe of our Talents cowards them. | 
3» The means by which theſe ends are to bee attained, is 
to endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
ace, which weare commandcd, and bs many reaſons ex» 
orted ro do, Epbeſ. 4.3, 4,5,6. Now this endeavour being 
he effe& immediately flowing from Charicy which is the 
chieſe edifying grace as appeareth by,1 Cor.$ 1 and chap. 13. 
per tot um, and Epheſ. 4. 15, 16. And lecing Charity cannot 
be maintained, nor edification advanced, nor the unity of the 
$pirirupheld, except there be an endeavour put forth to take 
notice of one anothers ſtate ; therefare a Corre(pondency for 
mutuall intelligence in ſpirituall matters tending to unity 
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and peacein the profeſiion of the Truth, js a thing abſolutely 
neceljary amongſt ſuch as intend ſincerely to uphold the 


Truth of the Goſpel-profeſſion ; or if they intend ic not, it is 
evident that they core ſhort of the Fund 1mentall duty of the 


* lite of Chiiſtianity, by negle&ing the means of mutuall edifi- 


cation wherein God is chiefly glorified , and ſuch as conti- 
nue in this negleQ, and order not their way aright inthe 
profeſſion of the Goſpel, thall never ſee the ſalvation of God, 
Pfal, $0, 23, 
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'TE preſent ſad condition of the Churches comes under a 
ewofold Conlideration, the one is in refpedt of their un- 
acquaincedni {8 with one anothers ſtate; the other is in re- 
ſpe& of the oppolicion at which they are to croſs one ano- 

ther in theic waye. | 
' If the Proteſtant Churches though agreeing in the ſame 
Faith, and in the Rules of order be contidered as unacquain- 
ted with one ano: her's ſtate,and conſequently at a diſtance in 
their mindes one from another : Two evils ariſe from thence: 
Ficſt they not onely make void che Truth of the holy profeſ- 
ſion by the negleCt of the Ducies belonging thereunto where- 
by the name of God is diſhonoured, their own mutual ecdifi- 
cation hindered, and the glory and comfort of chat unicy 
which ſhould be amongſt them in the manifeſtation of love 
and holineſs, is darkred: But by this axeans they being at a 
diſtance and dif-jointed from each ocher are void of that care 
which the members of Jefus Chriſt fhould have one of ano- 
ther for their mutuall good, and become lyable to all che in- 
conveniencies which are incident unto a folitary condirion 


whereof Solomon gives us briefly the heads, Eccl,4 9,10,11,12. 
which 


cel, 


(35) 
which arethe want of help in bad occurrences, want of en- 
couragement and couniell in good enterpriſes, and want of 
detence in cales of vppolition. Theret're ſaith he, two ave 
better then one . for they have a good reward for their labour ver.g, 
'ſhen canirg is tor their joiuing in labour, and this goud re- 
ward 1s ther freedom frum the forenamed inconveniencies 
wh chone that is alone is tubjet unte, For faith he, wo be to 
him that is alone, when he fa'leth there is ::one to he lp him wp, ver. 
10, that ir, if a miichance happen or-hic lye under ity there is 


n-ne to remove it, And again if two lye toge ther they have heat, - 


but bow can one alone be warm, ver. 11. I: two lay their heads 
and hearts together in one del;gn, to contrive it or put it in 
cxecution, they will warm one anothers atie&ions and reſo- 
Jutione, but ene alone can add nothing to his own wiſedom, 
courage, or {irength ; and then Sslompon [aith, if one prevail a- 
gainſt one, there are two to withſtand him, wer. 12, That is if 
an advertaiy aflault one alone he may be overcome, but it 
there be two to make reſiſtance, the adverſary is not like to 
prevail, and then a threefold cord is nat eaſily broken, ver, 12. 
This is he adva:.tage of juint labours which a ſolitary 
working is deprived off, as this is trucin a fingle perſon, fo 
we may ſay of ſingle bodies or folitary Churches : Wo to 
the Chucches that are alone, for if they fall inco ſcandals or 
diviſions, there is none to help them bur ehey crumble away 
to pieces within themſelves ot which we have too too many 
ſad experiences; and if a Church alone would advance 2ny 
good work, it can do it but coldly and without «ffeQuall 


: _ zeal, and this alſo is no leis evident ; and if any adver- - 
Hn vita agri= ary ſex upon any of them being alon?, they may be 


conguered dam ſingnl: pagnant (faith Tacitas ) untverſi vine 
eur:ter ; he iaich it of the Brictiſh Cities whilſt every one 
fights fingly, all of them are conquered, what he (aid of the 
Cities we lay of the Churches, their want of correſpondency 
and communion in their (pi: ituall warfare, to join cogether 
in the fight for the Faith of the Goſpel, doth expoſe them to. 

e conquered by the power of Antichriſt, and it is obſerved 
that Popgery never prevailed more ſince the Reformation then 
now 
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now it doth. By all this it is apparent how neceſſary the AC: 
ſociation and Correſpondency of Churches iz,and what dan- 
/ per they put themſelves ad che whole body of che profetlion 
: to, who loveto ſtand and walk by therfiſelves alone, and if ic 
be both goud and pleaſant for Brethren to dwell rogether in 
unity, Pſal. 133,ver. 1, and {0 good that all ſpirituall graces 
( 1uch as we'c typified by the anointing of Aaren) ver. 2, 
.and all temporall plenty ( ſuch as the dew of Her mon doth 
bring with ic ) do follow thereupon ; andif it hath che rich 
rumiſe ot a bleſſing tor evermure to bee commanded there 
where Brech:en dwell rogether, «nd dwell in unicy, ver, 2. 
{ then it will follow under; ablv, thar where chey diell nor to - 
' rogether but are di{-jointed and without any mutuall corre- 
+} ſpondency, there can 0 ſuch bl-ſſ, g be expe&ed, which wo- 
+ full experience doth ſpeak a{r:1d unto ns. It will be necdlefs 
7 to be larg- upen this theam of (vricary wlking to ſhew the 
| inconveniencics that ariic thce;typan; ere rtsnione (o void 
; of a!l (enſe and reaſon but he d::th ve: and teel the fame, 
; Bit if the diſſance «pd unarqu«iniedneſs of Brethren doch 
a tring ſuch inconvenicncies up n them, whir will their ©ppo- 
[tx and waliing croſs to one anothers welfare &: ? Nay, 


ay 


What hath it not done alr- ai ?We may truiy {ay that there is 
noſpiritual nor bodily evi! betallen!o the publick ſtate of Pro 
itefante,bur theircrofe walking to 0n* ancther hath cither oc- 
caltoned it, or aggravated theevill thereot, and this is thi 
ore to bee Jamented ard blamed, the lefs cauſe there is in 
heir profeſſion tor ſuch oppotite walking : for if any will but 
cok uponthe rules of thattaich aud obedience which all par- 
ics do profeſſedly own, it wi'l ſeem contrary to al! common 
enſe and reaſon thar thry ſhould be oppolite one {to anuther, 
or it may be wondered at,how it. falls ouc amongſt intelli- 
ent men, that their undertianding in fundamentall matters 
f Faith being ſo fully confonanr, their affe&ions ſhould be 
o far difonane : and again in-matters of duty, their con- 
[cience being for the main, bourd up to one and itheſame 
Rule, which is the Word of Gad; how they (ſhould be at fo 


huch divition and ſtrife about the application of that Rule 
B'2 unto 
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. untoJeſſer matters, Furthermore it is no ſmall wonder en- 
ro me, that they having the Oracles of God, and therein two 
Rules of ſcripturall laterpretation preſcribed, 7#z. the Ana- 
ly{1s of the Text, and ehe Analogy of Faith ; that the ſcho- 
laitical] way of handling Evangelicall debates ſhould bee ſo 
much in uſe, and that in the debates about the depth of lecrec 
and unſearchable myſteries ( which all fides confeſs to be 
ſuch.) thereſhould be ſo much Animolity. And laſtly, thar 
where the ſubſtance is agreed unto, and in the out(ide of pro- 
f: lion onely, there is tome difference abut prudentiall and 
ciccamſtantiall matters of Ocder, Diſci;line, and Govern- 
ment, thece ſhould be ſo liatle condiſcention and mutual! for- 
beaiance made uſe of; notwithſtanding all the acknewledg- 
. ed precepts and duties of Chriftian charity, and long ſuffer- 
ing for mutual edification. Now that from this unreaſona- 
bleneſs of divifion, and the great want of moderation and 
diſcretion, in nﬀanaging the ſame,{candals and offence ſhould 
infinitely be mulciplyed amongſt the Churches is no wonder 
atall; tar how can it bee otherwiſe, when all chaticablc 
thoughts*are lazd aſide, and no bowls of compaſſion by 
reaſon of humane frailcics entertained, but that all manner 
ho). peru gar tro offences will on all bands be both given - 
and takenz whence prejudices will continually be more and 
more heightned,and the Spirir of {trife wil(as we ſec ic doth) 
dt] Iyer to imbrace in their oppvlite courlcs » 
W Aliterefts of a contrary nature, that they may crols 
each advantages: by which means the world takes in- 
ſenſible poſſeſſionof the hearts of Profeflorswhichmakegthem 
 foartkemoſt {part mind more the formality of their partiall 
way, then the fimplicity of the Goſpe!l, and the power ot 
godlineſs : ſo that the life of the ſpirit ( chough much pre- 
tended anto by ſome, and not altogether unknown to others) 
cannot break through to work any ſenſible effe&s of holineſs 
. and {piricuall edification ; but all the means thereof, and 
the ways of holy communion being either negle&ed or ob- 
acted, and the prophane world obſerving our miſcarri- 
2gs, the way of Tyuth and Holincfle is evill y uk , 
en | 
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ken ofby them, and the name of God is blaſphemeY for vur 

ſakes. . - if _ 
Now. to remedy theſe cviils, and co.draw the Churches to þÞP 4 
ſome principle or degree of fpirituall unity, that: the wrath 
of Ged may beprey.nted ( which mayuſtly luffer us. to de- 
vour one anothter, till weibe conſumgd/one by another, or 
the Candleſtick removed from us all ) let ys"mind. but one 
Apoftolicall rule to be put in praftife amongſt us, whereof 
the equity is alcogether undenyabley/ and thae maybe yer - 


% 
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ſome hope of our p:eſcr vation infiore.. This Rule given to 


the Philippians to heal the breach which" was [ n ihe 
Jews and Gentile Believers aboutthe matcerpFCiretaacifror, 


and it isthiss 1: ye be otherwiſe nainded, Gaal ſhall aloeves = 
Beals, Phil.z. 15,1 6 


this unto you 4 nevertheleſs whereto we have gt alned.: 
«5 wath by the ſame rule, let us mind the [ame thing. 
could be fo happy, as tobe able wo perſwads: ſe'S 
to obſerve this part ofthe Rule, one tawarl.angthe 
namely to bear each with others imperte@ion au Kat 
ti]l God reveal further bis Truth: and chain hi 
time they would own another in that” wiiercnheg. Thi 
already attained ; and therein walk by one Fane, and 


the ſame thing : that is, intend that good taward 


- 4 " 


which they would have others intend 'trowardyrthea p*the 
miſchief which through the negl:& of ghis dutfibliks 4s 
ſae might be prevented ; but how ro tnake han ardhes fen- 
ſible of the neceſſity of obſerving this Ra "aac 'Pracept, 18 
ſcarce imaginable, evcept ſome godly party. **) xkeſ d- 
ly own this 2s a duty cowards them all in-comman;endu 
dertake to provoke them by ſome Religigugatay-ot Ce 
ſpondency to a reciprocall praiſe. there It 
jun&ure ot time none can do ſo advantag ouſly. 
to do ſo carefully as' tbe godly party which 
land, Therefore again {uch a Correſpor 
neceſſary for the Churches upon this gonhder 
to preſerve them from the fore- named.evitls 
bred diftempers, and from the wrath whickruddygu 
tollow thereupon, if they cont CY NF 5--® 
3 | 
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Of the Third. 


He endeavours of the :dverſaries of che Proteſtant Cauſe 
are {cb ec ſorts, according tothe Principles and incli- 
nations of thoſe that are oppotite unto It. 

The ficſt ſort are the Profaneand Hypocriticall Protefſors 
who are within their own beſum and becray the Cauſe. 

The ſecond are the open Atheiſts and meer Politicians 
who being oft times in places of power in the State ; defpile 
and neglect all matcers of Religion. 

The chicd are the Papifts who commonly take hold of che 
advantages which both theſe fore-named adverſaries give a- 
gainſt the Cau/e to weaken it, and thereupon ſer their own 
Engines of another nature a work to overthrow it. 

The Protane and Hypccriticall profeſſors are iueh as un- 
derſtand not what is meant by ihe power of Godlineſs, and 
yet being willing to be counted Religious take up the out- 
ward forms of theproteſon & +pp-ar zealous for the Intereſts 
thereof, in the way of a party by which means the animoſi- 
ties and diſputes for Circumttantial' m«trers are increaſed; 
and with theſe the weaker fort of plain hearred Chiiftians 
are involved into controverſies; all which cannot be ca led 
profelſed adverſaries unto the Caule, for they have no de- 
fign formed againſt ic ; bur their way ct owning the profeſ- 
fion by multiplying of ſcandals is oppoſite to the Cauſe ard 
doth undermincir, Now to remedy the cvil which doth arife 

from theſe profeſſors, there is none other way open but that 
the Godly and intelligent Profeſſors of all parties thould cor- 
reſpond together, in the way of ſaving Truch and Holineſz; 
to own one another, and cry down the heat of diſpuces con- 
cerging Ciccumftantiall matters vpon the grounds of 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian liberty and Moderation in beating 'ene wich 
another. 

As forthe Ahciſts and the mcer worldly Politicians who 
make a mock ot thoſe that are GudIl;,ahd miſ-confrue all 
their proceedings as it they were done only tor worlily ade 
vantages ; theic are more direCtiy opp;hite tmt9 the Cauſe it 
ſelf, andraking ho'd <f che ſca:dals which ariſe amon oft 
the Protefors, they thereby foment a ſeed of divition am«n gtt 
ther, and make their weakneſs redourd to the diicredit of 
the Profeſſion ic {e}lf. Now tudit-appoint the deiign which 
Satan doth drive cn, againſt the Proteſtant Caaſe by theſe 
his Inftruments, no courle will be etfeual except the Godly 
of all parties by ſome muruall Correipondency come to ſome 
joint reſolution to remove the ſcandals which give them 
matter of obloquie againſt the ways of Godlineſs.] 

But the Papitts are the moſt oper and profeſſed adverſaries 
to the Proteſtant Cauſe : theſe build their plots upon a!l the 
miſcarriages which are amongſt the parties, how to ſtagger 
the weak, and to divide us more and more, by iheir ſubtile 
emiſſaries of ſeverall ſorts ( which their Colledges Je propa- 
ganda fide as they are called do maintain ) in hope that there- 
by wee (hal! be made a prey unto them at laft. 

Now to take this advantage out of their hands,and to ſtop 
the gaps whereby they break In upon us, that they may cur.- 
ningly heighten our paſſions, and make our divilions irre- 
conciteable; there is no lik«ly way bur this, that ſonte Gediy 
and conliderate party ſhould (tir up the reſt to Correipond 
with it ſelf, and each with anather, in theſe main and funda- 
mentall Duties and Truths of Chriſtianity, wherein they 
are all united, and whereunto thry have alt attained, not- 
withſtanding their different opinions in leſſer: matters. And 
except ſome luch courſe be taken, here is no bumane poſlibi- 
lity ro prevent the effe& of the plots which the- Papall Con- 
clave hath againſt the Churches, which bath proſectned and 
doth proſecute with indefatigable diligence, with innumer- 
able Agents of ſeverall forts, with immenſe coft and charge, 
with Ki manner of ccaſty infinuations, and fair prete *y 
an, 
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and with all the zeal that either the opinion of deferving 
heaven, or the hope cf remporall Greatneſs, Power,and pru- 
tit can breed in Superftitiour, in ambicieus and covercous 


minds. Therefore to countermine theſe prattiſes of the com- 
mon adverſaries, and to cut them ſhort of the advantages, by 


which they will at laſt work out their ends,if no remedy be 


fcuid : this religious Correipondency in things whereunto 
the Churches have attained, is ablolutely neceſſary ; and 
without ſome intercourſe between them to this effeCt, ig 


will b:e impoſſible, as co men' to prevenc the miſchief which 


will en'ue. 

Here afthough it ix not my defign to make any State conſide- 
rations a greund of this diſcourſe, becaule the ſtrength of che 
Cauſe and che crue Intereſt of the' Goſpell is nor bottomed 
upon the outward circumſtances of theaffairs of this world, 
yet bec2uſe ſome uſe may be madeof rhe prevailing power of 
_ Papifts againſt che ſtate of che Proteſtants in this our age, to 
awaken us with zeal ro our ſpirituall day, therefore 1 think 
ic will not be amiſs co make a litcle digreſſion concerning 
this matcer- | 

If we look then upon the Proteftant States in Germany, in 
France andelle where in Exrope, and conlider thac which is 
obvious to all, wee may perceive by the cauſes of their pre- 
{cnt weakning and unſettlement their deſtiny in time to 
come, if thoſe cauſrs be not ſpeedily removed. For it is cer- 
tain that the houſe of Auſtr:/a and the Papall Conclave, lince 


rhe days of Charles the Fifth. When the firſt Warr abour' 


Religion was raiſed, in the year 1546, have entred into 4 
Leagne for the Extirpation of the Proteſtant party, which 
hath been to this day carryed on between them and the de. 
. ign thereof conſtantly proſecuted ; nor hath anything both 
tirit andlaſt giver chem che advantages of all their ſucceſſes,{o 
mueh as the divided affetions and neglefted Intereſts of 
Proteſtants amongſt themſelves, about matrers of Religion : 
tor hc Eletor of Sxxony in the laſt war for the liberty of Pro- 
teſtants did betray and deferct firft the Ele&or Pa/at ve in his 


undertaking, and made him miſcarry in the- defence of- the 


Proteſtanc 
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Proteſtant Cauſe, onely becauſe he was jealous ; that the 


Calvinifts{ as they are called ) ſhould become too great in 
the Empire. And then afterward he refuſed to join in the 
Swediſh Evangelicall confaxderacy ereted at Heilbrum, in the 


| year 1633-onely becauſe he would not be engaged to main- 


tain a War for the ſecuring of the Calviniſts liberties, jointly 
with the Lutherans, which the Swedih undertook to do : and 
although at the pacification of Munſrer, in the year 1648. 
the Proteſtants have carried it and gotten it ſetrled by a fta- 
tute Law ofthe Empire, v:z. that che Rights of both Luthe- 
rans and Calviniſts, and their liberties, ſhall be equally ſecue 
red ahd upheld in the Germane Territories ; yet it is manifeR, 
that no: onely the Emperor ever ſince hath perſecuted the 
Proteſtants more then ever before in his Hereditary Lands, 
and that neither at che following Dyet ar Raricbonenor at the 
meeting of Deputies from all che States fince held at Fraxck- 
fort, nothing hath been ratified which was concluded at 
Munſter, to the advantage of the Proteſtant Cauſe; bur the 
whole matter of that treatic relating theceunto hath rathec 
been madediſputable, and is hitherto without effe, and wil 
henceforth be made void ; becauſe the Pope having declared 
that whole Treatic prejudiciall to the Church, and conſe* 

quently null : The zealous Papifſt is bound not to keep it, 

though ſworn to it, ſeeing be hath diſpenced wich bjs Oath, 
it being againſt the publick good of the Church. Thus al- 

though the Swedes did conſtrain the Houſe of Arſtria to a 

peace wich the Proteſtant party : yet they will but watch for 

their opportunity to break it with advantage as ſoon as they 

can, ſo thar it is very maniteſt, chat the Houſe of Anſftria ha- 

ving goxen their ends to have the imperiall dignity con- 

tinued in their Family, chis Emperor no doubt will ill pro- 

ſecute his detign ro bring the Proteſtant States under his and 

the Popes (ubjeQion, and to make himſelf abſolute in the 

Empire : nor is there any humane poſſibility to prevent the 

future prevalency of the Aſtrian abſolutencſs, and the effett 

of the Papall league therewith for the exrirpation of the Pro- 

teſtant Party, but by _— the cauſes of that weakning 

and 
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| and Gnſcttletnentwhich hath bithetto-befailcn wacd them, 
which-ace none other but their wane at concurcenceand hear- 
ty Corceſpoiidency in a commanyintercſ} tor common latety | 
and Goſpel liberty .- If therefore this aanaurrence, . and the } 
Correſpondency in religious matters, which is tobe the true 
ground thereot, cannot be procured nor mainzained amongſt 
Pcoteſtants ; it is apparent that the Cauie wilt be loſt,and that | 
henceforth without a miracle(whick w« have no ſpecial pro- | 
mile to h;;p« for in this caſe, no ſafety can be hoped for to # 
. ecute and preſerve the Proteſtant States in Ewrope;(ecing they -/ 
arenot onely in Germany, but out of Germany alſo; not onely 7 
divided and ſhattered in their Counſels vichour any Corre- 
fpondency for a common aim, but even talling out one with 
another, and fiercely breaking one anot: ers ſtrength , which. 7 
diviſions the'en«mica feek with induſiry to fomenr, as is appa- | 
rent.in the conftitution of affairs, wherein the Daze with the | 
Br andenhurger -areengaged againſt the Swede, ro make the | 
Proteſtants iuine one another in favcur of their. common * 
enemy, 4 
T her: fore ſuch as can fore-ſce this eminent danger-(and e- |; 
very one that is rationall-cannot bat fore. fee it) and fuch as $ 
can diſdern the onely remedy thereof to be ſuch a. Religious 
Correſpondency as is here ſued for ; and yet are not willing 
ro ſet this remedy a work for common lſatety:it is evidenc that * 
ſuch are not onely unfaithfull co the cauſe of Religion,buc in | 
'\thcir heartsdeſerters and berrayers of the comman Intereſt of | 
Proteſtants, which God certainly wil cal them to an account 
for, if he hath berruſted chem with means fit to upbold the 
ſame for kis truths ſake : for God doth give a Banner to his þ 
people for his truths ſake ; and ro whom the Banner is given, 
they are dound to diſplay It, Pſa/. 60. 4, buc how to diſplay 
it without ſome Religious Correſpondence cowards a con- 
currence in the work of common editication, is not imagi- 
nablez and therefore ſuch a Correſpondency is abſulutely | 
neceſſary. 
If the diſadvantages which Proteſtants Iye under at this 
time for want of a mutual Concurrence in their common 1n- 
tereſt, 
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tereft,ſbould bereckonidap in particul this diſcourſe mighe 
beinlerged into a great Volume 3; bur chis.is not ſucable to 


* my fcope,and needieiz at t his times je wil be (utficienc co ob* 


lezvegthat whereas here: gore in the Empiregthe voyces in the 
EleQoral Colledgewere +quall, viz, three Proteltiants, and 
three Papitits ; and'the War was raiſed for tac caſting voyce ; 
remely that of the: King of Bohemra, whether the Proteftanc 
oO” the Papiſt ſhould haves it : ncw it is apparant that the itſue 


| 1; nut cnely a determination cfthat voy ce, to be Hereditarily 


annexed unto the Houſe of Awſ{r:ia, but that in the other 
voyces of that Colledge,che P:pitis have gotten four for three, 
ſo that inthe Supreara ſphere, af the Empiie, the Proteftanc , 
patty is wholly weakned ; and jt ( as there is cauſe to ſuſpet) 


| that the Prince af, the S4xe». Bleftoril Houſe, may. turn 


Papiſt, then it is likely the five Papitts will catt out the two re- 
maining Proteſtantr, Bravdenburg and Pala'tn, which are (o 
weak already thar they can make no defence, if any affaulc 


2 ſhould be madeagainitihem. 


As for the 6cher:difadVatitager buth wichinL,and wichour 
the Empire, there is ſcarte any great Proceſtant Family, bur 
the Papall induſtry hath gotten {ome branch ot it co graft it 
upon the old Stock; by which means all manner of inſtru- 
meats are prepared to divide and break them within chem- 
ſclves - as formerly the Emperor Charles the Fifth, brake the 
Saxom Family by (etting Maurice againtt John. 

In Fraxce, all the places of Security which the Proteſtants 
had,are taken from them, and that which in former cime the 
Romane French Church rejeQed as a prejudice unto theic li- 
berty,is now received and admitted,viz.che Council of Trent, 
which the Papall Conclave, and the Houleof A»ſtris have 
made a yoke to bee impoſed upon the necks of all States 
throughout Exrope 3 and who ever will not ſubmit unto it, is 
to be cutoff, Thus both in Germany and in Fraxce, thedelign 
of (uppreſſing the Proteſtant profeſſion, is ſtrongly carried on; 
and there wil be no poſlibility to binder ic fy bumaneapp:ar- 
ance, but all appearance to haſten it, if there can be no Reli- 


Bious Correſpundence ſet a foot amongſt the heads of che 
C2 Proteftants 
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Proteſtants to concur in thoughts which ſhould advance the 
Goſpel, and ferxle the grounds of common unity in God's 
way tor their mutual preſervation. Such then as are betrufted 
with che publick management of che atfairs of Pcoteftanty, 
and make it not any part of their woik coagvancea Religi- 
ous Correſpondency to this cfte& amongitthem, when they 
baverthe means in their hand, and ability and opportunity to 
do it, will bave much tq anſwer before God. Theretore ſuch 
a Correſpondcnicy is ablolmely necetiary to be intended and 

* maintained; not unely forthe advancement ot the 'Fruth of 
the Goſpel, in ſerving Chrift wit h.one ſhoulder againſt Anti- 
chriſt ; but in-reſpe& ofourward ſafety, and the (ecuring of 
our Natarall and Spirieuall Rights and Liberties, to ouy 
ſelver, to our: Brethren, and co our Polterity, © 


| of tbe Engagement of tbe State. 


H Itherto 1 haverefieted upon the reaſons which ſhould 
indace the Godly profeſſors in theſe Nations to intend 
the duty of Holy Communion and Correſpendency amongſt 
themſelves and with their neighbours, for the manifeſtartion 
of the Truth of the holy profeſhon and the maintaining of 
Chriſt's Kingdom unanimoully in this our Generation ; now 
ie remaineth to ſhew how farr they are engaged beyond 0- 
thers in this work, and that the State it ſelf as Chrittian is 
not free from this engagement, but oaght co mind ir and-ad- 
vance the work in a leading way ; for it ic hath been made 
oat convincingly both upos ſprriraal and rational ground?, 
that not only tor the advancement of Chritt's Kingdom in 
the world, but alſo for the outward ſafety and preſervation 
of the Churches which from within are- undermined and 
from without are affaulted, a Religious Correſpondency is 
abſolutely neceflary for them, Then an enquiry may be, and 
cught alſoro be made further, of two thingy, RA 
It Ry 
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Firſt co whom the procurement of this Correſpondency . 
doth chieflly belong. 

Secondly,how ic may be procured and maintained amongſt 
'the Churches,and to aniwer in general terms thele Queſtions 

| conceive we may fay thus. 
That the procurement of this Correſpondency,doth chicf- 
ly belong to thole who ſtand molt in need thereof for their 
own weltare and ſafety, and who have moſt eminently enga- | 
ged themſelves to w;dertake the procurement of ic. And py ,. 4 
that the way to procure it amongſt the Churches, can bee j{cb. 10. 24, 
none other but a Chriſtian endeavour to live and converſe 
with other profeſſors in the Communion of Saints, which is 
not to look toour own things alone, but that every one 
ſhould look alſo'to che things of others ; and in the conlide- 
ration of others, to provoke them. nnto love, and togucd 
works of a common eoncernmeat. 

Thus much in genera] - but then to anſwer the firſt Query 

in particular ; | conceive it may be truly (aid 

T hat the Godly Party living inthis Common-wealih, duth 

ftand in more need of chis Correſpondency for the weltare of | 
their Cauſe, and for their own ſafety, then any o her Chur- FY 
ches do; and that the ſame Party, together with the State, 
hath moce eminently engaged ic ſelf towards God and mcn, 
to undertake the procurement of this Correſpondency, then 
any other State or Churches have done. And to make out | 
both theſe aſſertions to bee truths, 1 ſhall briefly offer thee 
confiderations, | | 

Firft in reſpe& of the need which they ſtand of it; it is In; 
my apprehenlion thus. 

The Godly Party of this Nation with the Statebath bcen 
led forth in a peculiar way of a&ing againſt the world, and 
againſt Antichriſt, which others have not beer» acquainted 1a 
withall. 

This aRing bath ſet them in oppoſition, not onely to the 
world and Antichrift, in a more dire& way then othery, buc 
alſo pur them at a diſtance from :their Brethren themſelves; 
who partly by reaſon of their weakneſe, partly ſor want of 
C3 that 
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t hat information Which we ſhould have given them ; ; partly . 
becauſe they have been pre poſſeſſed with falſe and injurious 
Informations againſt us, & have been for the moſt part ſo of- 
tended at ns, that they have (crupled very much, and many 
fill (cruple tO OWNnUus as Brethren, and look UPON us rather 
as Apoſtates from the Cauſe, and ſeparate from all Relation 
towards other Proteftants: in their eſteem we are a new thing, 
ttart up and ſtanding alore by our ſelves, Now to bee in 
ſuch a condition, ſeems to be for us very uniate , for it our 
ent mics be able wichout any controule, to repreſent us .unto 
the world, and to the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, as giddy ar.d 
unſetcled men, fit only to diftribute ard not build any thing ; 
and if we take no thought how to vindicate our Cauſe from 
falle aiperiions towards our Brethren, ard cowards men of 
impartial judgment : the Caulc of Chriftian and civil liber- 
ty which we have undertaken and maintaincd hitherto, can- 
not proſper, but muſt needs ac Jaſt miſcarry in our hands. For 
the pi ofperity of the Cauſe, is nothing elſe but the gaining 
of Godly mens affe&tions at home and abroad to it - andit 
we make no Application to our Godly Brethren and neigh- 
\ bours, to ſer them right, and inform them of che tratb of our 
Cauſe and proceedings, and to intereſt them to Correſpond 
with us upon a Goſpel account ; huw can our proceedings be 
{ucceſſetull > how can our Cauſe be juſtified? and how can 
we promiſe ſafety to our telvs. when our profeſſed enemics, 
together with our miſled ncighboure, (hall juincly confpire 
and :i(e up againftus?I xnow,ind am confident that the cauſe 
will proſper in God's hand, and that ke will carry it og, and 
prejerve the In{truments thereof, who follow him in his way ; 
but | do not {ee any groundto believe thathe wil do it with« 
«at the ordinary Golpel-means of propagating bc Truth, & 
ot maintaining theCCommunion of Saints. It then he duth in» 
| tend co preſerve us, and to make uſe of ns any further in this 
his work, Tam very confident that be will ſet us in the way 
whereunto he hath promiſed to give a bleſſing, which is the 
way of brotherly love; in a Religious Correſpondency to- 
wards the reſt of the Churches profeſſing his name jn the 
Truth. 
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Truth.By bow much then our undertakings are more reſolu:e 
and deſtruRive to the courſe of the world, by ſo much they 
are the more dithculr to be carried on ; and therefore we ſtand 
the more in need of the helpand concurreace of the God! y, 
every whereto cariy it cn with us to a good ifſue. And by 
how much our preſent leaders in the cauſe are lels interetied 
in the Godly Party a broad ; by ſo much if they defire to pro- 
vide in Goc.s uay for the ſucceſs of the Cauſe, and for . 
own ſafety therein : they (hould the more apply themſelvs to 
advance a Goſpel-intereſt towaids al! ihe prefefors thereot : 
and maigtain with them to this effe&,z Religious Correſpon- 
dency therein, For aza man that is in a fight, doth not make 
uſe of any one of his members alone ; bur all the members of 
his bcdy are ſet in a poſture to concur, and ſupply mutua!l 
ſtrength as flandirg in need of each others help ; ſo in this 
confli& of the body of Chriſt againſt the powers of thz 
World, and the ſubtilty of Antichriſt; as all the Churches 
are aimed at and aſſaulted, fo they ſtand in need of one anv- 
thers help ; and that part of the body which is moſt violently 
aſſaulted, ſtandeth moſt in needof the afliftance of the reſt for 
its ſafety. Now it is without all doubt,that the Godly P-riy 
of this Nation, 1s molt in the eye of the enemje; and when 
the univeiſall-breach ( which is near athand ) between Pro- 
teſtants and Papiſts ſhall be made,it will be moſt viotently pur 
at ; therefore it duth ftand moſt in need of h:lp, and is: 
bound for its own ſafety in a Goſpel-way to endeaveur to 
receive it, 

Bat the matter of dayger wherein we are more then others, 
38 not the onely reaſon which doch oblige us co procure this 
Correſpondency more then other; but the engagement which 
lies upon the Godly Party and the Stare it ſelf of this Nation 
more eminently then upon orhiers to procure it,is another 0b- 
Igation binding as thereunto. 

This Engagement is cminent]y apparent in three Declara- 


tions of the State; 
Firſt, in the Renionſtrance of the State of the Kingdome, 


publiſhed by the Parliament, Anno, 1641, 
Secondly , 
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Secondly, in the Natlonall League and Covenant of both 
Kingdoms, 

Thirdly and laſtly, in the Declaration of the Parliament 
publiſhed the.12 of F#y, in the year 1653. 

In tie Remonſtrance of the State of the Kingdome, at the 
Jatter end thereof,the Clauſe obligingthe Godly Party which 
then did manage Publick affairs, co mind a Correſpun- 
dency towards forraign Proteſtants, is expreſſed in theſe 
words. 

We will labour by all offices of friendſhip, to unite the Forraign 
Churches with us in the ſame Cauſe ; and te ſeek, their Libertie, 
Safety, and Proſperity, as bound thereunto by C hatity to them, and 
by wiſed;me for our own good : for by this means our own ſtrength 
ſhall be increaſed, and by a mutuall conenrrence to the ſame comman 
end,we ſhall be able to procure the good of the whole bolly of the Pro- 
teſtant Proſeſſion- 

This is as ſolemne a promiſe, fully and expreſly obliging 
them to ſeek this Concurrence and Correſpondency, as can 
in ſo few words be expreſſed. 

In the National League and Covetiant,theJaſt worditheres. 
of engage alſodeeply thoſe that did ſwear it,:o delice affe&i- 
onately as in the preſence of God, and ccn!icquently when 
opportunity ſhould be to endcarour tincerely this. 

T hat the ſucceſs of our proceedings,,14y be deliverance and [afe- 

'y to allGod's people,und an.encouragement toother Chriſt: an C hus 
ches groaning under, ana in darger of the yoke of Antichriſtiax 
1 yranny, to join with ms in the [ame or like Aſſotiation and Cove 
nt to the Glory of Godythe enlargement of the Kingdom of Chrift, 
and the peace and T1 rangquility of Chriſtian K ngaoms and Come 
mon wealths. | 

This profeſſion being made in preſence of God, with a hand 
Jifred up unto Heaven by the Godly Party of both Natiuns,as 
ic is conſciunably to be minded ; fo it cannot reach the End 
for which ic is made,to give an encouragement to other Chri- 
ſtian Churches, to affert jointly wich us their Goſpel-Libtr-= 
ry, except we endeayour to maintain a Religious Correſpon- 
dcency withthem. 


In 
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In the Dcclaration of the Parliament of the year 1653. the 
add:eſsis made in cxpreſs terms ; To all God's people as well in 
Ne:ghbarr \ atiozs as im this, the proteiſions are more Ztalous 
an! aigecothis eticd, then avy of the furmer, For they de+ 
<lare a great expect ation of, the breaking forrh of the Kingdons of 
( hr it in a'l ihe earth, they manifeſt therr taith and hope fo this 
effef} + Thai Goa will rot ſuffer his people here to deal Faiſely with 
h:m 11 his Cauſe, tid he hath accompliſhed his great work, «nd 
brought about his great ends : And thereupon they make an earneſt 

prayer, that God would unite weir hearts to himſelf, that they may 

be one among fd. thrmſelves, and with all the people of God, who are 
membery of tbe Body of C hriſt 4 ard that they may hee fitted and 
uſed as Inſirurzerts in the hard of God for a more full and clear 
revealing of the Lord Jeſws,and a right promulgation of the bleſſed 
Goſpel,ard the true intereſt of his Kingdom,and the advance there- 
of, that oxpr«ſſing yoaks may b« broken, and all burthens removed ; 
that his 1 abernacle may be fully raiſed up, and bis Temple hailt 
by his Sprrit, that all his people may have one lip, one heart, one 
conſent z One (hould er is bow dywn and worſhip him . that the envy 
of Judah and Ephraim my be taken away, that they may be one 
in oxe fold wuh one Shepherd; that the Swords and Speares 
muy be turned into plough ſhares and pruning hooks , and the 
earth filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters co- 
ver the Sea. 

Now whcre ſuch profeſſion are ſo ſolemnly and (o large» 
ly iv a publick way addrefſed unto God, and all his peo- 
ple in this and in Neighbour Nartons, and made in a manner 
the chief matter which was aimed at in that Nationall Aſ- 
ſcmbly of the States in Parliament ; what can be conceiv- 
ed more obliging towards the undertaking of the work? If 
therefore we lhould put forth no endeavours to perform this 
Duty, whereot wee acknowledge our ſelves fo fully convi. 
Aid, by fo many Protelſions, and Vows, and Praverr, and 
Declarations; will it noc be a guilt lying ſo much the hea- 
vicr upon us in the day oft our accounts, by how much the 
more we have engaged our ſelves unto it. Certainly Gd 
will not be mocked ; and if after fo many Proteſtations in 

rimes 
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times of diſtrefſe, and Deliverances fince obtained, and Suc- 
ceſſes given in to inable us to perform our Vows and Engage- 
ments; we ſhould undertake nothing towards the diſcharge 
ofthis duty, which lyeth ſo eminencly upon ue,. our guile 
will ſuddenly overtake uz, and the puniſhment thereof, it nor 

revented by ſome attempts ſucable to our Engagemencs,will 
b feartull and tevere, 

Therefore that it may bee preyented, the ſecond Query 
ſhculd be laid to heart, viz, Hew a Religious Corrofpendency 
may be procured and maintained between the Godly Party of this 
Nation, and the Forraign Proteſt ants. | 

But to Anſwer this Second Query before any reſolution 
appear, that the Duty of Correſpundcncy will be intended, 
ſcemeth ſuperfluous if not prepoſterous; it will then bee 
ſeaſonable to ſpeak of this thing when ſome ſhall be depu- 
ted to take the matter into conſideration and undertake the 
management thereof; 

In the mean time let me take God and all that are Godly 
in theſe Narions to witneſs, that have herein not been wan- 

ing to my. duty, but have diſcharged my comſcience in faith- 
fullneſs to the Churches andco the State of theſe Nations, 
concerning this great concernment, if, others who ought to 
mind it without partiality no leſs. ſerieuſly then I dodi(- 
charge not their Duty in their places, when called upen, and 
when the opportunity doth requice their concurrence, the 
fault will lye ſo much the more heavily upon them, by how: 
much they have been more earncfily prelſed to mind their 
Duty x Nor can any pretence be alledged why it ſhould nox. 
be done at this time without any delay, ls it not now ſea- 
fonable, yea neceſſary, that we ({}.ould lay the animoſicies and 
inceceſts of parties atide, to imbrace a Goipell- Intereſt ?- and- 
is the Goſpell. Intereſt any thing elſe, then that a)l -who 
have reccived the Trath which is after GodJineſs, ould own 
one anther in that whereunto they haveattained?and walk- 
ing by the ſame Rules mind the ſame thing? which:is the end: 
of the Cammancemenc co ſerye one arorther through love,out 
ofa,pmye heatt, cut of a good Contcicace aud our of Faith: 


unfeigned 
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: unfeigned. Why may we not all declare that wherennto we 
have attained ? are we not bound to give an account of 
the Faith and hope thatis in us ? ſhould we not cauſe our 
light co ſhine, chat others may ſee ir, and gloritie our Father 
which is in heaven 2 what ſhould then hinder a concurrence 
amongſt us, to advance the Profeſſion of our unity in Funda« 
mentalls, and in the Rules of mutuall<dification ? Verily 
I ant not able to conceive any thing except it be a leaven of 
jealoulie ; and the animolities, which the divided partics 
alwell for State Intercſts, as other outward concernments, 
have fomenced amongſt chemielves hicherco z Now the Lord 
perſwade us to give up our delires to him, and teach us 
drown all prejudices in his luve, by ſubordinating all cur 
on concernments unto the great concerment of the 
ingdom of Chrift which is Righteouineſs, Peace, and joy 
in the Holy Gholt, for he that ſerverh Chriſt in theſe things 
( faith the + wap} ex acceptable to God and approved of 


men : theretore ( ſaith he) Let ws follow the things which make Kom-L4.18,r9 


for Peace and things wherew:th one r#ay edifie another. | be= 
lievethatall who are Godly in all the parties are grieved 
to ſee the viciouſneſs of the times, and indeed who cannot 
but lament to find that the deliverance, and the liberty which 
the Lord hath miraculouſly beftowed upon us to the end we 
ſhould ſerve him, according to our Vows and\Promiſes made 
in the time of our diftce(ſs; are now turned into Licenciouſ- 
neſs, ſo that no where is ſo much exceſs of Riot and Wan- 
tonneſs, with Pride and Covereouſneſs, with oppreffion and 
deceitfulneſs, as here in Erng/ard ; where nevertheleſs the 
Goſpell is more prrely and more powerfully preached then 
in.any other Proteftanc Churches of Ewrope;, it is crue that 
the members of the (everall Congregations arenot guilty of 
this,, becauſe their overſeers look after them, and they are 
lyable to cenſure if they misbehave themſelvs:but chefe mem- 
bers of Congregations make not up the Body of the Nation, 
and the difſolu:e un:ulineſs of the common ſort, and of all 
that will exerppt themfelvs from'being under any Difcipline 


is without reſtraint by _— of the ſcandals of the diviſion ; 
A an 
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and diftances whereinto profeſſors are fallen, So that their 
want of unity in upholdingthe ways ofGodlineſs,hath open- 
ed a door to all diſolucteneſs to break out upon the face of 
the Nation ; and it may be truly ſaid but rot without grief, 
that if any one abfiain but from giving Scandal on the Lord's 
day, he may be in all other things as ungod'y and profane as 
he will : Now to remedy the exorbicancy cf the diſorderly 
walking of thoſe thae b:long to nv Congregation ; for 
whoſe ſake the name of God, and the huly protefhon is evill 
ſpoken of amongſt the adverſarics; were ic not expedient 
thar the Godly of all parties, ſhouid agree at leatt in this a- 
moneft themſelves, to recommend the care of reforming ſuch 
abuſes unto the civill outhority ; for ſeeing ſuch as belong to 
no Congregation, but live as Atheiſis in the World, tall 
under the inipeftion of thoſe whom God hath intruſted with 
the Government of State, it would be very ſurable, to the 
zeal of thoſe that are Godly wiſe,to intreat jointly the autho- 
rity which God hath eſtabliſhed over all che publick concern- 


ments of the Nation,to Regulate the converſation of ſuch'as - 


walk without any controulein a!l manner of Laſcivioneſs 
and diſorderlineſs, and who knows but that the concurrence 


 ofall parties in this defire, might by God's blcſiing give an 
Overture to concur and correſpond in other macters alſo re- | 


lating to his Kingdom ro remove other ſcandals which break 
forth amorgſt the Profeſſors themſelves; which 1 hope the 
Lord wil grant for his name lake & therefore ſha] nut ceale to 
pray that the Ged of our ſalvation who hath been wonderfull 
in Counſel and excellent in working for us, who hath pluckt 
us 48 a brand out of the fire and turned the Counſells of our 
enemies and Achicophels into fooliſhneſs, who hath cauſed 
Iight always to ſhine ont of thedark clouds which have co- 
veied us, who hath brought us by his Almighty arms as up- 
on Eagles wings unto this ſettlement [wherein we are, and 
who hath'done all this not for our ſakes but for his owu 
Ho:y name ſakethat ic night not be profaned amongſt the 
Heathen 5, I ſay my prayer is and ſhall be that this God of 
our mercies, would pardon all cnr untbanktulnefs for the 


bleſſings 


% . . 


oy... 1 
bleſſings beſtowed upon us; and that notwithſtanding our 
unworthineſs ke would graciouſly perte& the work of Reto, - 
mation begun, which ſticks ſo much upon our hands, for he ic 
is alone who can work ail our works in us and for us; he ic 
= who alſo will do ic. O Lord our God are not thy gifts and 
graces without Repentance ? art not thou the ſame (rom 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting and. changeſt not ? haſt thou nur 
in'vur deepeſt backfliding when we'were even retnrning into 
Egypt and when'our leaders catiſed us to erre, reſcued us out 
ot their hands, and ſerug in a large place as at this day ? and 
wilt thou do alt this tono other purpoſe but to deſtroy us ? 
Shall the dead whom thou doſt calt off in thy wrath praiie 
thee ? and when thou haſt brought us :o the door of a laving 
Reformation and given us a delire to enter into it, wilt thou 
ſuffer it to be ſhut upon us ? wilt thou ſuffer the enemy after 
ſo many glorious manifeſtations of thy preſence at lai to ſay 
where is now their God ? where is he in whom they have t1u- 


Red? Truly we haverruſted in thee, and till we have none 


in Heaven but thee and in earth we defire none belides thee ;; 
there is none elſe to be truſted into : tor beſides thee chere is 
no Saviour,'nor refuge in time of trouble. But we like 7eſ#- 
741 aregrown fat, and have kicked; we have forſuk:n the 
Rock of our ſalvation, we have rebelled and vexcd thy Huly 
Spirir, we have forgotten our Vowr,we bave turn: d thy grace 
into wantonnels the liberty obtained inco licentiouſnets, the 
Goſpel of Peace into contenciouſnets ; the Truth into for- 
mality, and the unity of the Spiric intodiviſion and iingula- 
rity : Thereforethe Intereſt of thy Kingdom, which is ouc 
only ſtrength and glory hath been lightly eſteemed and neg.- 
leted; telf intereſts have been followed ; and from ther ce 
the fruit of our own animolities, ftrife and envies have over - 
taken us. What ſhall wee fay O Lord our {ins do teftifie a- 
gainft us ; wee are aſhamed to look up unto heaven and onr 
confuhion doth cover us; it thou hadſt not beſtowed thz 
richeft of thy graces upon u?, or if we were ignorant of our 
duty, our guilt would not be fo heavy, but herein is our tin 
excceding finfull, that we do talk of thy Coun(ell and will, 
D 3 | more 
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-more then all the world beiidcs, and yet do little or le('s 
then any to tulfill it; for hitherto all have ſought their own, 
and few or none the thingy of J-ius Chrlit ; fewer do leek him 
for his own ſake only, yet tc hh ſought us, and that for cur 
ſake even then when we were Þjs encmies. O the depth and 
hight of thy love 1 What ſhaſ} we cender, what can wee res 
earn to thee again? Shall wee not love thee ſtill, ſhal we not 
relye upon thy mercy : ſeeing wee know that there is 
mercy with thee that thou may i bee feared? O 
then let not our hearty be hardn:d any mere from 
thy fear, but let us now draw neer unto thee, upon the 
account of Jeſus Chriſt who hath loved us and waſh:d vs in 
bis own blood, let us find acceſs at the throne of Grace, to 
receive nut only merciſull forgivencſs for what is paſt, bue 
{npply of preſent belp in this crime of our need. 

Help us to a true Goſpell frame and ſet ſemen within our 
ſelves, through love to thee, to thy Truth and co each other 
without partialicy, 

He'p us to advance thy Kiagdom in the Communion of 
Saints towards all thy Churches abroad, whoſe outward 
ſafety is wrapp'd up in our Peace and ſettlement, 

He'p us to mind the oppretſced tor the Truth's ſake , 
being willing asthou ſhalc enable us to beartheic bnrdens, 

Help us to mind thy ancient people the ſeed. of Abraham 
thy friend, and the remnant of the Gentiles till che fulncſs 
thereof comein, 

Helpus to oppoleeffeRually all Tyrannicall and impoſing 
powers and practiſes of Antichriſiti.n ſubtiity, by he fifcing 
upand maintaining of the Stand1rd of Choittian liber:y and 
Truth according to the Gofpell. ard to theſe cfefts, 

Lec the Spirit of wiſedom and counſell, of ſtreagth and 
courage, of a'l vircue and grace in the f:ar of thy name; reft 
npon the head and heart of h\m wh':m thou haſt ſer over theſe 
N -cions co govern them. in Righteouſneſs. 

Let che (ame Spiric diycll and preſide in the great counſel! 
of theſe Nations, that thry may with one ſhoulder unani- 
mouſly concur to heal our breaches, to join unto thee, to 
ſettle a laſting Reformation ofall our diſorders in Judica- 
tures 
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cores, of all pnblick ſcandals amongſt profefſors; of all de- 
fets and corcuptions of Picty and Learning in the Semina- 
ries thereof, whether in the Univerfcics 01 in inferivur 
Schools of common education. 

Let the Magiftrares in all places be found faithfull to theic 
truſt. and the Miniſters of thy Word be as thine own mouch 
cocky people and (hining lights before them in the beauty ot 
Holineſs, 

Let the Armies by Sea and Landtght always onder thy 
Banner, and being faithful} unto thee. and thy Cauſe for the 
relief of the oppreſfſed., go thou before them as. theic Cap» 
tain with thy.; preſence, and lee thy Glory bee their re- 
ward..! 

AndHfily, let all the people of theſe three Nations from 
Dos to Berſheba be owned by thie as thy people : and enjoy - 
ing. thy Ordinances inthe Purityithereof, the unclean Spirir 
and thoſe that uſe a rough:-garmeme to deceive. the imple, may 
be-caft out; and Peace and'/Truth-many continue with us ſo 
long as the Sun and the Moon ſhalllaft. Grant according to 
the.riches of thy grace theſe and all other things ſublervicne 
thereunta . far therſake- and inthe Name of Jetus Chriſt thy 
Son andour Saviour to whom wich thee and the* Holy Ghott 
be given all praiſe and glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


_ 
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FINI1S. 


A Poſiſcript 
To the Chriſtian REaApeR, 


O fill up this Page which otherwiſe would hate been empty ; 1 
ſhall impart unor thee an <x'ra@ cut of Sir Edwyn Sands 3s 
Book called Europa Speculum : or 2View of the State vi Religion 
in the weſtern feits of the world, page 183, with ny cbſervat.cn 
thereupon. 
He ſaith thus,” The ed (of thefe unhappy differences in[Religi yy "etwern tbe 
Reformed and Lutheran Proteſtants ) will betbat their exeinies ſhall laugh 
when 
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whes themſelues [hill ba we cauſe te weep , .unleſs.the graripuſueſs of God fir . 
«np ſome worthy P)inces of renown and reputation with both the fides, to enter» 
p:ſe ther wiſedom, Tarduſtty, and autbority, for the uniting of the;e fafions, © 
or ' at leaſt wiſe for. -.econ'iiing- and compoſing thoſe & ferences 
4: form: tolle avie ſoit; a wk of immo-pall [ame and deſtnt, and woithy of 
nouc oth: but of them, ef whom tha wncked h:1ſe world is no: worth;. 

S:r Edwyn hath been a tt: uc Prophet in this matreg 3 the enemies of the ' 
Truth hive had Ceuſe hicherto 5 and hive ncw carſc to laugh at be h our 
E:Flevalticall and Civill divifioas, and coHope thereby for out ruine : and 
I c :unot diſprove the remedy which he propoſes, namcl y that ſome Princes 
ct paw. r w th both fides ſhould interpoſe eirhei to wnice'the par'tiey, or at 
I-aft to allay tt ei- differences ; 1 ſay this indeavonr of, Princes is not to 
be diſ-cwned ; one'y | wou'd have this caution added, that their end: g- 
Vour in dojng this ſhould nor be ſo much Aucho: iractive and Magiſtraricail 
a» Cluiſtian and Evaugelicell ; if thea they and their Com{tlours 
Ccu'd without Politicall ends and liec;cſts in: truc wana 
ad Chriſtian ſincerity take t he woaik in hand; to follow ir as bexpmer 
thoſe that ſerve Jeſus Chrift in his Goſpe)-way, to lead menxo the. piinci-, . 
p'eof low ,of moderation, and wurval forbeararce, tae might bee hope 
by thei moans to effe ſoracbing in the work. Barhicherro their ine pGe 
ſing hath been very liccle eFeftuall becauſe the jealoufics of Staten. 
have becn and are ſuck among thoſe that manage the,aftairs of the world; 
rhat fer the leaſt difference upon any circumſiantial- pundtillio of g:eatneſs 
they cicter fall out or ar left break off all concurrence in common defigns., 
And if ar any time they do concur in ſerriing tn telating to Conkience, 
they then as Stares mea ia Au hority, impoſe them; in'a way wholly! in- 
conſiitent with GoPÞel liberty z- which can never;hold where the light 
doth more an} more break forth: For this cauſe th : whole difficultie doth 
lye in managing the Spiris of men with Chriſtian mecknefs to gain them ro 
their duty, which is 

Fult, wi ling ly ro declare that whereunto they have artained and wheres 
in they agree with others: 

Secondly, -fatfalty «ngage themſetves to obſerve the Rules of incffen- + 
five walk ing norwichſtanding ſuch diflerences as are exſtant among thew, 
if theſe ih ngs could be attained(nor by any command but by a loving pe. - 
{wfion)f.om each parry,the work might be done both there and here;where 
we haveas much need of healing as any where elſe. 5-1 


